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This year, Jays Care and TCHC built a stronger staff team than ever before to ensure that Rookie League 2017 could be 
the greatest possible success. Here’s who the team included:

More tenured camp directors devoted to coaching, mentoring and  
guiding Junior and Senior Champs to be as successful as possible.

Youth staff from TCHC communities who were 18+ years old with  
previous experience leading teams.

Youth staff from TCHC communities who were 16+ years old and are often 
in their first or second year on the Rookie League staff team.

Youth staff from TCHC communities who were 16+ years old and were 
hired by the TDSB and integrated into the Rookie League staff team.

Youth from TCHC communities who were 16+ years old and were hired 
by Toronto Police Services and supported Rookie League events.

Starting in May, the 12 Camp Coaches participated in an intensive 15 
day training program to build their skills and confidence in managing 
staff, managing teams, and leading dynamic trainings for youth. 
Here’s what they said about their training experience:

of staff reported feeling more comfortable and confident 
working with children as a result of the training.

of the Senior Champs reported feeling more comfortable 
and confident in their role as a result of the training.
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If I could tell anyone about this training I 
would say “it’s very insightful! Feels 

 very welcoming and safe.”  
- Training participant
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As the school year ended in June, training began for Seniors one 
week prior to Junior training. An additional two weeks of training 
was provided to both Senior and Junior Champs at the Ramada 
hotel in downtown Toronto. We had a special guest join two of our 
staff training sessions—none other than the renowned pitcher for the 
Toronto Blue Jays, Marcus Stroman!

The Camp Coaches worked hard to ensure that the training  
program was diverse, engaging, fun, and incorporated key  
learnings. Here’s what the staff said at the end of the training:

LAUNCHING THE PROGRAM

JUNIOR AND SENIOR CHAMP TRAINING

96%
of the Senior Champs 

felt their confidence as a 
leader had increased as 
a result of this training 

experience.

98%
of the Junior Champs 

agreed that the facilitators 
led the training in a way 

that was engaging, enjoyable 
and easy to understand.

96%
of the Senior Champs  

reported that the training 
would benefit them in their 

desired career path.

98%
of the Junior Champs said 
they were always able to 

ask questions and the 
trainers answered their 

questions fully.

94%
of the Junior Champs felt 

that they built relationships 
with others at staff training.

96%
of the Senior Champs  

believed that their site 
was going to be an  

amazing camp for all of 
the children who attended.

On Tuesday, July 4th, Rookie League officially 
launched. Children from 45 different TCHC 
communities were invited to apply. With 1042 
children aged six to 12 years old registered 
for the program, it was our highest  
attendance rate to date. Week one of camp 
was Canada 150 theme week and staff 
set the bar for fun and interactive theme 
integration into their camps. The 12 camp 
coaches began their daily coaching visits at 
each site and used the new SHAPE  
assessment tool to identify key strengths 
and goals for growth and improvement at 
each program.



Rookie League 2017 included a highly-scheduled program that integrated a wide range of sport, art, creativity and  
adventure programming. Each day of camp began at 9 am and finished at 4 pm. Each week, campers had the chance to 
go on one big adventure around the city (e.g., swimming, parks, the Rogers Centre) as well as to a Big Sports Day where 
they met with 5-6 other Rookie League sites and participated in fun and competitive sport programming. At the end of 
each week, every camper was recognized for their hard work with individualized awards. Below are some of the  
reflections and data collected throughout the summer through a wide range of surveys from staff (153), campers (430) 
and parents (104):

THE PROGRAM

98%
of staff felt that 
being a member

of the 2017 Rookie 
League team helped 
them to develop new 

skills for working
with children.

“I am grateful that this

program was offered in

my area and that my

daughter could attend,

considering I could not

afford to send her to a

paying camp. I would like

to thank the coordinators

and the sponsors and

hope this program  

continues for a long time.”

- Parent of Rookie League participant

94%
of parents believed the

Rookie League staff 
were friendly and  

communicated
well.

85%
of participants  
reported that

staff were fun and 
played activities 

with them.

98%
of Staff felt  

they built positive
relationships with 

staff and  
participants at 
Rookie League.

84%
of participants  

reported that they 
made new friends 

during their time at 
Rookie League.

“[Rookie League] was an

adventure because you

experience a lot, you learn

a lot of lessons, and get to

meet new people. ”

- Rookie League participant

96%
of parents reported 

that they felt  
comfortable sending

their child to the 
Rookie League  

program.



Rookie League 2017 included a wide range of special events. These events were designed to bring campers and staff 
from different parts of the city together to nurture new friendships, develop new skills and work together as a team. 
Here is a snapshot of some of the big events from this summer. 

Who are we? “Rookie League!” Who we are? “We’re a team!”  
Thursday, July 6th marked the opening celebration of the 2017 Rookie 
League Summer at Centennial Park. Opening day set the tone for 
a safe, fun and positive Rookie League experience and challenged 
the 1042 campers and 158 staff to bring their best selves to camp 
every single day. This year’s Opening Day was Carnival themed! In 
the morning, campers rotated through 30 Carnival stations in small 
teams. During the afternoon, all campers participated in the exciting 
‘Big Game’ competing to accumulate the highest number of points 
based on task completion, teamwork, problem solving, and showing 
empathy, affection, and resiliency. Helping to open the day was Joe 
Biagini, a renowned pitcher for the Toronto Blue Jays. Each camper 
enjoyed cotton candy, popcorn and lunch, and left the event with a 
new Rookie League tshirt, cinch bag, baseball cap and water bottle 
as well as brand new books of their choosing from First Book Canada.

On July 27th, all 1042 campers were invited to the Rogers Centre to 
watch a Blue Jays game against the Oakland Athletics. Happy  
campers received packed lunches, including healthy wraps, juice  
boxes and an ice-cold freezie treat. All campers cheered their home 
team on as they came through with the win!

SPECIAL EVENTS

OPENING DAY

ROOKIE LEAGUE BLUE JAYS  
GAME DAY



This year, we asked every Rookie League camper “Why do 
you love Rookie League?” This summer’s ultimate postcard 
challenge required campers to use their artistic and 
descriptive skills to tell the world what Rookie League 
means to them and illustrate what their site was all about. 
With hundreds of noteworthy submissions, it was a tough 
challenge to choose the winners. With the help of the  
entire Toronto Blue Jays staff, ten talented finalists and 
two winners were selected. All finalists were invited to 
bring three guests to the Rogers Centre to receive their 
award and watch a Jays game in the Jays Care Community 
 Clubhouse. The winning postcards were displayed in the 
Westjet Flight Deck and featured on the video board in 
game. Jays Care will proudly use the winning submissions 
in our promotional materials in 2018.

Six weeks of hard work and practice paid off when Rookie 
League campers battled for the ultimate cheer champion 
title at Scarborough Civic Centre on Wednesday, August 
9th. Campers and staff came together to get creative 
and integrate song, dance, rap, baseball, recognition of 
Rookie League donors, and remarkable coordination into 
each inspiring cheer. The winners of the event were two-
time champions from 400 McCowan! The winning Rookie 
Leaguers were rewarded with the opportunity to watch a 
Jays game in style from the Jays Care Community  
Clubhouse at Rogers Centre.

On Thursday, August 17th, all 30 Rookie League sites 
came together at East Point Park to celebrate a successful 
summer and their last day of camp. This year’s Closing 
Day theme was World Series. The 1042 Rookie League 
campers competed in 76 various activities, which were 
held on the 4 baseball diamonds, each with its own 
theme: baseball skills, focus, teamwork and creativity. 
Campers were challenged to fill their team bingo card 
by completing activities from each category in order to 
make it to the World Series. The day came to a close with 
appreciations, cheers and awards celebrating outstanding 
Rookie League sites, campers and staff. Each camper 
left with a new backpack filled with school supplies and 
Rookie League gear.

ROOKIE LEAGUE  
POSTCARD CHALLENGE

SPIRIT FINALS

CLOSING DAY



Rookie League Selects is an extension of the regular Rookie League program. Its goal is to provide an incredible  
opportunity to nurture and enhance the baseball and life skills of girls and boys aged eleven and older who have  
demonstrated leadership skills as participants in the regular Rookie League program. This year, Rookie League Selects 
was as an overnight camping experience spanning two days and taking place at Camp Moorelands in Dorset, Ontario.  
 
On August 24th, 60 Rookie League campers who were nominated for the Selects program boarded buses for an adventure 
of a lifetime! Camp Moorelands was like an outdoor wonderland for Select participants as they stepped outside of their 
comfort zones to experience things like rock climbing, canoeing, high ropes and low ropes for the first time—and, of 
course, lots of baseball! For many campers, it was their first time away from their parents or out of the city. All 60 campers 
reported having a lot of fun and many hoped for the overnight to be extended into a full week. Some campers are already 
planning their next visit to Camp Moorelands! Here’s what the Rookie League Selects had to say about their experience:

ROOKIE LEAGUE 2017 SELECTS

100% 
of participants felt proud 

to be part of Rookie League 
Selects.

“It was one of the best  
experiences I have had this 
summer. I would LOVE to 

come back next year.”
- Rookie League Selects participant

“I would say I had the time  
of my life because me and 
the girls had a bond and 

there was not one time they 
put a frown on my face.  

PS. All smiles.”
- Rookie League Selects participant

97%
of Rookie League Selects 

participants reported making 
new friends at the

program.

“I had an AMAZING time here 
at Moorelands and I hope to 

come back next year. I hope to 
see all the staff and my new 

friends again!”
- Rookie League Selects participant

85%
of Rookie League Selects  

participants felt that Rookie 
League Selects prepared

them to be a better leader.

97%
of Rookie League Selects  
participants reported that 

the staff were fun and played 
activities with them.

“My favourite part [of Rookie 
League Selects] was meeting 

new people and trying out 
new things.”

-Rookie League Selects participant



On Friday, August 18th, the 2017 Rookie League Gala celebrated all 158 staff that completed the camp season. Hosted in the 
Rogers Centre’s Summit Suite, the night was elegant, inspirational and rewarding. Staff were celebrated for their  
outstanding commitment to the children who participated in the Rookie League program and their passion for change.

ROOKIE LEAGUE STAFF GRADUATION

This award went to the staff from two sites that consistently 
earned the highest SHAPE scores throughout the summer. On  
every level, the staff at both 400 McCowan and Jamestown 
worked to create a camp environment that was structured and 
safe (S), had high expectations (H), included actionpacked  
activities (A), exuded a positive, warm and fun environment (P), 
and filled e-tanks (E). The staff were rewarded with trophies and 
an amazing selection of books from First Book Canada.

SHAPING FUTURES AWARD (SHAPE)

Acer generously donated computers for staff who had perfect 
attendance, arrived every day on time, prepared activities in  
advance, filled their campers’ e-tanks and who we believe have 
the potential to do incredible things in the future. Thirty-two staff 
left our end-of-summer graduation with computers to support 
their academic pursuits.

ACER MOVING FORWARD AWARD

The TDSB All-Star awards were given out to TDSB staff  
members who have been exceptional role models for all Rookie 
League campers throughout the program. These all-stars were 
integral to making their Rookie League sites the best possible 
summer camps.

TDSB ALL-STAR AWARDS

Six staff were honored for their ability to make camp ridiculously 
fun and full of laughter. Each of them used their unique  
personalities to create a wild camp spirit and make each day of 
camp feel unforgettable. Often, it looked as though these staff 
were having more fun than the campers. On a day when these 
staff were absent, their camps don’t feel the same. The recipients 
were given a trophy and a set of wireless speakers.

YOUNG AT HEART AWARD

The Sprott Fuelling Kids Awards were given out in honor of the 
Sprott Family Foundation whose generous donation to the  
program provided each camper with a hot lunch every day. These 
awards were given to 12 outstanding staff members who never 
failed to fuel the emotional needs of campers, fill all campers’ 
e-tanks and make every camper feel special, loved and valued 
each day.

SPROTT FUELLING KIDS AWARDS



SPOT LIGHT ON ROOKIE LEAGUE 2017  
HALL OF FAME AWARD WINNER: ROCELYN UY

When you walk into Rookie League at Glamorgan, you can not only feel the love and warmth that Rocelyn Uy has for 
each and every Rookie League camper, but you can see it. The walls are full of creative displays where campers are  
encouraged to put their name beside a word that best reflects how they are feeling that day. The tables are decorated 
with ‘warm and fuzzy cards’ in which all campers and staff write positive things about each other throughout the  
summer. It is of no surprise that Glamorgan is one of Rookie League’s most renowned and successful sites. 
 
Rocelyn Uy is a 19 year old soft-spoken superstar who was born in Manila, Philippines. Her family moved to Canada  
when she was just 7 years old with the hope of a better education and future for herself and her two younger brothers.  
Scarborough soon became their home. Rocelyn is now a third year undergraduate student in the Honours Bachelor  
Degree of Science in Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour program at McMaster University. Luckily for us, her summers 
are spent making each day unforgettable for all those graced with her calming presence at the Rookie League program. 
 
This summer marked Rocelyn’s third year as a Rookie League staff member. If you ask Rocelyn about her experience at 
Rookie League, she will tell you all about how the program has helped to better her leadership skills, her communication 
skills and her ability to relate to others. She will tell you about her loveable campers and wonderful team members. Yet, 
it is Rocelyn who creates an atmosphere in which her staff and campers are encouraged to blossom. She forms  
up-and-coming leaders, while ensuring that they are involved throughout the entire process. 
 
To Rocelyn, being granted this award gives her even more confidence to be a leader and reminds her to continue to work 
hard, persevere and set goals for herself. For those of us at Rookie League, granting this award to Rocelyn Uy was a 
no-brainer. Rocelyn is a true leader, an inspiring individual, and the most deserving recipient of our Rookie League Hall 
of Fame award this year. 

Rocelyn Uy (Rookie League Hall of Fame Winner) and Charles Lewis (Rookie League Hall of Fame Runner Up)



SPOT LIGHT ON ROOKIE LEAGUE 2017 SELECTS 
LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNER: NYLLA THERAULT

SPOT LIGHT ON ROOKIE LEAGUE 2017 SELECTS 
LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNER: AJAHNI AJ GRIFFITH

Like mother, like daughter. Nylla’s mother was not only a Rookie League camper, but she was voted camp all-star during 
her time in the program. Following in her mother’s footsteps, Nylla is a Rookie League all-star. She loves the Rookie League 
program and only wishes it were longer so that she could play more baseball.  
 
Nylla Therault is a spunky 10 year old camper from the Glamorgan TCHC Rookie League site. It is no surprise to anyone 
who has met Nylla that she was chosen as a Rookie League 2017 Selects Leader. She is a wonderful big sister and role 
model to her younger, 6 year old brother; a great French Immersion student; a talented athlete; a good friend; and a natural 
born leader. During Rookie League Selects 2017, Nylla stood out as a cheerleader for others. She was always rooting her 
fellow campers on with positive and uplifting words, a booming voice and a big smile on her face. 
 
Rookie League Selects 2017 was a highlight of Nylla’s summer. Her favourite activities were canoeing and baseball drills 
and skills. Nylla is a great baseball player with a strong throwing arm and quite the catch. She loved Camp Moorelands so 
much that she is already planning to return for a full week of camp! Nylla’s passion for sports has only become stronger 
since she enrolled in the program. She currently plays point guard on her school basketball team; however, her new goal 
is to play in a baseball league. More specifically, Nylla aims to be the first girl in Major League Baseball just like the leading 
lady in the television show, Pitch. We have no doubt that she will achieve her goals! Jays Care and TCHC are honoured to 
present Nylla with the opportunity to attend the Blue Jays game at the Rogers Centre on September 21st as a very special 
guest. We look forward to seeing her big smile on the field.

Rookie League has also made an impact in Ajahni (AJ) Griffith’s family. Twenty-three years ago, Ajahni’s mother was also a 
dedicated Rookie League camper and proudly shared her love for the program with her son. This goes to show that Rookie 
League has helped to shape campers into leaders for generations, and AJ is a great example! 
 
Ajahni (AJ) Griffith is an active 11 year old camper from the Parma Court TCHC Rookie League site. He was born to be the 
Most Valuable Player in all aspects of life, especially in sports. As the oldest brother of two, a sister and a brother, AJ has 
always been a helpful, loving and respectful leader. 
 
Being part of the Rookie League program has only made AJ’s love for sports grow. For years, he’s played basketball and 
just recently tried out for the school’s football team. He has excelled at every sport he has ever played. After coming home 
from Rookie League Selects, he told his mother that he discovered his newest talent—baseball. Now, AJ wants to become a 
baseball player. 
 
AJ is known for being a positive presence in the Rookie League program. He is the camper who walks into a room, greets 
everyone with a great big smile and encourages them to do their best. He is also the camper who suggested that Parma 
included the saying, ‘Jesus loves me’ in their site cheer, as AJ has a strong faith in God. Ajahni Griffith is an intelligent,  
empathetic Rookie League camper who we are thrilled to see throw the first pitch at the Blue Jays game on September 21st.



KEY LEARNINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2018

While the program was deemed a huge success this summer, there are still many 
areas in which we can improve. Below are some of the key recommendations that 
came from staff, camper and parent surveys and interviews:

All photographs courtesy of: Matthew Tsang, Damian Pereira, and Michelle Prata Photography

TCHC AND JAYS CARE WANT TO EXTEND OUR THANKS TO ALL OUR
PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS WHO MADE ROOKIE LEAGUE POSSIBLE:

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING TORONTO BLUE JAYS PLAYERS
WHO SERVED AS THE UNOFFICIAL ROOKIE LEAGUE CAPTAINS:

TROY TULOWITZSKI     JOE BIAGINI        JOSE BAUTISTA   RUSSELL MARTIN

AARON SANCHEZ  MARCUS STROMAN    JOSH DONALDSON   DEVON TRAVIS
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• Increase the number of program staff at each site to allow for a greater  
   number and variety of activities and outings 
 
• Transition Rookie League in small rec rooms to larger sites with well-equipped    
   recreational facilities, such as local schools. 
 
• Offer the chance for older youth aged 13-14 to participate in the program. 
 
• Integrate more communication with parents into the program (i.e., weekly  
   schedule).


