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In 2017, as Canadians from coast to coast to coast celebrated Canada’s 150th  
birthday, Jays Care Foundation proudly grew to reach more children and 
youth in Canadian communities than ever before. From launching the Rookie 
League program in two Canadian territories, to overseeing tremendous 
growth of the Challenger Baseball program nationally, to leading a  
collective-impact initiative in First Nations along the James Bay coast, this 
past season has seen us take momentous strides towards our vision of a  
level playing field for children and youth across Canada.   

Children and youth in Jays Care programs learn invaluable life skills and  
are given the opportunity to join together through the game that they love. 
Through playing baseball, children learn a variety of life skills, including  
leadership, communication and teamwork, all while boosting their  
confidence and self-esteem. It is for these reasons that we believe sport 
holds incredible power as a tool to inspire positive social change in our  
communities. 

We are proud to work alongside incredible partners across the country.  
Using feedback from them and youth in our programs, we have continued  
to honour our commitment to review our work and continuously strive to  
improve, ensuring that it effectively serves the communities in which we 
work. We passionately believe every child deserves to get an equal  
opportunity to succeed, which is why we focus our work on helping those 
facing the most pronounced opportunity gaps. This includes: children and 
youth living with physical and cognitive disabilities, children and youth living 
in subsidized housing, children and youth living in Indigenous and northern 
communities, and girls without access to sport. 

Our ability to foster impactful social change is made possible though  
the help of our dedicated supporters: Rogers Communications Inc.,  
Sportsnet, Toronto Blue Jays staff and players, individual and corporate  
donors, and of course Blue Jays fans—who come together every season  
to support, not only Canada’s team, but also Canada’s children and youth. 

We hope you enjoy this summary of our most impactful season to date.  
The support we receive from coast to coast to coast is what makes our  
work possible and we are immensely grateful. It is thanks to this  
unwavering support that we were able to extend our reach even farther 
and provide high-quality programming to children and youth in even more 
communities over this past season, ultimately bringing us one step closer to 
a level playing field for all!

Melinda Rogers
Chair, Board of Directors

Robert Witchel
Executive Director



JAMES BAY GIRLS AT BAT
CHALLENGER BASEBALL
PLAY BALL!

GIRLS AT BAT
FIELD OF DREAMS
ROOKIE LEAGUE
HOME RUN SCHOLARS

In                , Jays Care proudly impacted2017
65,000 children and youth. 
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HOW WE INVEST

THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF CANADIANS FROM COAST 

TO COAST TO COAST, JAYS CARE PROUDLY INVESTED IN 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN ALL TEN PROVINCES AND TWO 

TERRITORIES.

Safe Spaces/
Infrastructure

$1,166,964

Charitable  
Support
$419,707

Sport for Development 
Programming
$3,637,776

$5.2
MILLION

INVESTED ACROSS  
THE COUNTRY

5  •  Jays Care Foundation



Theory of 
Change
At Jays Care, we are constantly  
working toward our mission and our 
vision through our Theory of Change:

“If young people facing barriers in Canada  
experience high-quality developmental   
programming that is grounded in the positive 
values of baseball and are led by trained and 
committed coaches, mentors and tutors, then 
they will develop the skills, confidence and 
resilience necessary to overcome many of the 
challenges they face, reach their full potential 
and lead long, healthy and productive lives.”

YOUNG PEOPLE FACING
BARRIERS IN CANADA

HIGH - QUALITY
DEVELOPMENTAL
PROGRAMMING

POSITIVE VALUES
OF BASEBALL

TRAINED AND COMMITTED
COACHES, MENTORS AND 

FRONT LINE WORKERS

SKILLS, CONFIDENCE AND  
RESILIENCE REQUIRED TO  
FULFILL THEIR POTENTIAL

+
+
+
=



Our Four Programmatic Pillars
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Each Jays Care program is working towards one or more of the following four pillars: 

ENHANCE
PHYSICAL
HEALTH

ENHANCE
PROTECTIVE

FACTORS

IMPROVE
BEHAVIOURS

AFTER
SCHOOL

IMPROVE
ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE

AT JAYS CARE, WE REFER TO THE 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN OUR 
PROGRAMS AS:

YOUTH CHAMPIONS 
The title serves as a reminder that  
every child has the potential to be a  
champion, a champion in their peer 
group and a champion in their  
community. Our programs are designed 
specifically to help each child recognize 
their own strengths and work towards 
enhancing their skills to achieve goals 
that are champion-worthy.
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Challenger Baseball
Challenge Perceptions, Challenge Barriers, Challenger Baseball. 
In communities all across Canada families come together to watch athletes play a baseball game.  
Challenger Baseball is an adaptive baseball program specifically designed to empower children and youth 
living with physical and/or cognitive disabilities. The program helps children and youth living with  
disabilities realize that they can and should participate in sport while connecting players and families to a 
social network that can be lacking for children living with disabilities. This unique partnership between Jays 
Care Foundation, Baseball Canada and Little League Canada is made possible thanks to hundreds of  
dedicated and passionate volunteers in communities all across our country. 

of the athletes said that their coaches made them  
feel warm, welcomed and encouraged them

  

  

100%

2,000+ Challenger Baseball athletes across Canada
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Brady is a baseball player. He’s been playing 
for four years and some of his best friends are 
on his team. When he plays, Brady is focused, 
determined and confident. He wasn’t always 
like that. When he was 4 years old, Brady was 
diagnosed with Autism. “Autistic children tend 
to stay to themselves and experience anxiety in 
unfamiliar surroundings,” says Brenda, Brady’s 
mom. When Brady first joined Challenger  
Baseball, he had a hard time keeping focused 
and on the field. Now, four years later, Brady is 
a central force on his team. 

``

Brenda remembers the first few months of  
Challenger Baseball, where Brady’s father, 
Corey, needed to walk up to bat with him each 
time and help him find the courage and focus to 
hit the ball. “Now he tells us to leave him alone. 
He struts up to bat by himself.” 

Meet Brady 
Age 8, Hamilton, Ontario
Partner: Baseball Canada and Little League Canada

“
“The transformation we have seen 
has been incredible. You can see 
Brady’s confidence when he plays. 
He is so excited to be on the field - 
to connect as part of a team. It’s a 
bonding experience. He’s elated to 
play on a team where he knows he 
belongs.” “ - Brenda                 

  Brady’s Mom of children living 
with disabilities 

never take part in 
organized physical 

activities compared 
to only 10 % of those 

living without  
disability 

(Standing Senate Committee on 
Human Rights)

37%

of athletes agreed 
that playing 

Challenger Baseball 
made them feel like 

part of a team 

100%



Rookie League
Rookie League reaches over 8,400 children and youth across Canada
Across our country, Rookie League is tailored to the specific needs, goals and assets of each community 
where it is run. For some communities, Rookie League is a year-round baseball league that meets weekly. 
For others, it is a baseball program that is integrated into an existing summer day camp. For all communities, 
Rookie League is designed to be a best-in-class experience that enables parents, caregivers and Elders to feel 
confident that their children are safe, active, and surrounded by well-trained and inspiring local role models 
while engaging in activities that are specifically designed to help them learn essential life skills. The  
Rookie League program has been impacting youth in Toronto for 29 years and is run in partnership with  
Toronto Community Housing within the city. Nationally, the scope of Rookie League has continued to grow 
and is reaching children and youth in all ten provinces and two territories.

84% of participants reported that they made new 
friends during their time at Rookie League

98% of staff said they built positive relationships 
with staff and participants at Rookie League

   10  •  2017 Impact Report



When John and Tyler first joined the East  
Scarborough Boys and Girls Club Rookie League 
program, they were afraid of striking out. Then – with 
mentorship and encouragement – they stepped off 
the sidelines and up to the plate.  Their youth coach 
was with them every step of the way, explaining, “the 
boys weren’t confident in their abilities. They were 
scared of failing and would often sit out as opposed 
to participating and trying to learn the sport. The  
transformation has truly been incredible. The boys 
went from sitting on the sidelines to mentoring and 
teaching younger children in the program. As  
coaches, they are a huge help to us and they have 
become outstanding leaders and role models.” Their 
mother, Marylou, discussed how the boys’ newfound 
confidence extended beyond the diamond. 

Meet John & Tyler
Age 10, Scarborough, Ontario
Partner: Boys & Girls Clubs Of Canada

I believe that because John and Tyler participated in this program, they  
became more confident in sport, school and life. They learned that if you 
try, you can succeed. They are the first to volunteer and encourage other 
children to try. They are more compassionate and enthusiastic since the 
summer, and they want to help the kids who do not know how to play or are 
too shy to try. They love to share the skills they learned at Rookie League. “ - Marylou               

 John and Tyler’s Mother

“



Baseball kind of seems like 
a guy sport but there are so

 many females that seem 
naturally good at it.

     
  “

“
100%

of children and youth 
said they feel more  
confident in themselves 
since participating in 
Rookie League

100%
of children and youth 
said they wanted to 
keep playing baseball 
since playing Rookie 
League

Meet Jayde 
Age 12, Grassy Narrows First Nation, Ontario
Partner: Kenora Chiefs Advisory and Right To Play

Jayde is the most decorated female athlete in the 2017 
Kenora Chief’s Advisory Rookie League, a baseball league 
of over 100 youth supported by Right To Play and Jays Care 
Foundation. The Grassy Narrows Lynx softball team held a 
practice every other day, and Jayde arrived early to each 
one. She worked tirelessly on her batting, hitting fly balls to 
the outfield while waiting for her teammates to arrive. This 
hard work paid off. Jayde led her team in home runs,  
winning MVP for both the league and the culminating 
Beyond the Ballpark Tournament. In pursuit of her love for 
baseball, Jayde continues to play in the inaugural  
competitive indoor league offered by the Kenora Chiefs  
Advisory and Jays Care. In ten years, she imagines herself 
playing on a competitive women’s baseball team. Jayde’s 
passion, dedication and commitment to improving her skills 
makes her an exceptional role model for female youth  
everywhere! 

       -  Jayde             
Grassy Narrows First Nation, Ontario



Over 250 girls reached across Canada.
Girls At Bat is Jays Care’s girls-only baseball program, designed for and by girls and young women. The goal 
is to make playing and coaching baseball fun and safe for those who typically don’t have the courage to get 
involved in team sports. By combining fun, challenging baseball drills with team-building exercises and healthy 
activities, Girls At Bat empowers girls with the confidence, self-esteem and leadership capacity they need to 
succeed on and off the field. 

Girls At Bat

Baseball kind of seems like 
a guy sport but there are so

 many females that seem 
naturally good at it.
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A few of the girls didn’t  
really have a connection to 

sports. By the end of the 
second session, all of the 
girls were talking about 

which team to join in our  
local baseball league.

““
- Kyla                 
Shawanaga First Nation

CARE • COURAGE • CONNECTION • CREATIVITY • COMMITMENT
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In Shawanaga First Nation, baseball diamonds 
are a girl’s best friend. A dedicated group of 
local young women have fallen in love with 
baseball, using the game to inspire girls in their 
community. One of these leaders is Kyla, a Girls 
At Bat facilitator who takes immense pride in  
inspiring her community’s next generation.  
“Seeing the girls work together, think critically, 
and most importantly, respect themselves and 
each other is by far the most meaningful way 
that Girls At Bat has empowered our youth,” 
states Kyla. The program has taken off with over 
half of the girls in Shawanaga participating. Girls 
At Bat is only the beginning for Shawanaga First 
Nation as the community plans to empower even 
more youth through the game of baseball over 
the coming years!

Young Leaders in Shawanaga
First Nation, Ontario
Partner: Plan Canada International

James Bay Girls At Bat celebrates the intrinsic  
resiliency of girls living in First Nations  
communities along the James Bay coast. Jays Care 
has committed to being the backbone organization 
in a long-term collective impact initiative dedicated 
to supporting Indigenous female youth. Its goal is to 
strengthen leadership skills and enhance the tools, 
support and courage required for youth to lead  
programming for their peers. 

James Bay 
Girls At Bat
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CARE • COURAGE • CONNECTION • CREATIVITY • COMMITMENT

DID YOU KNOW?

Only              of girls (ages 12-17) 2%  
are getting enough physical activity. 

(Canadian Association for the Advancement of

 Women and Sport and Physical Activity)

There is only a        chance
a girl will be physically active at age 25

10%  
if she doesn’t participate in sport by age 10.

(Canadian Association for the Advancement of

 Women and Sport and Physical Activity)



Meet Amara 
Age 14, Chapleau Cree First Nation, Ontario

Amara is a born leader and a James Bay Girls 
At Bat Youth Champion. She is an inspiration for 
kids in Chapleau Cree and other First Nations, 
as she single-handedly designs, promotes and 
leads events for youth. She hasn’t always done 
this. Amara’s influence on her community began 
after attending Jays Care’s first James Bay Girls 
At Bat retreat in Timmins, Ontario. It only took 
one week of workshops and activities for Amara 
to be inspired. She has since attended all three 
retreats and has made lasting connections. The 
program brings together girls ages 12 to 18 from 
First Nations along Ontario’s James Bay Coast. It 
builds connections, enhances leadership skills and 
encourages girls to step up to the plate and run 
community programming for their peers. Youth 
leading youth.

100% of mentors and chaperones said the retreat made  
a positive impact on the Youth Champions

of James Bay Girls At Bat Youth Champions said they 
learned new skills to better care for themselves and  
their peers

97%

100%

Partner: Plan Canada International, Office of the Provincial 
Advocate for Children and Youth, Mushkegowuk Council and the 
Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services



Meet Amara 
Age 14, Chapleau Cree First Nation, Ontario

of James Bay Girls At Bat Youth Champions said they 
learned new skills to better care for themselves and  
their peers

“Our youth are the next  

generation. They are the ones that are 

going to be carrying our teachings. They  

are going to be our next chiefs. This  

program taught me how to be  

compassionate with my programming and 

how to be resilient and strong. It taught 

me how to be there for my people.” 

      - Amara 
                    Chapleau Cree First Nation, Ontario 
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Home Run Scholars
The Home Run Scholars program provides a safe space for kids to go after school in over 20 Toronto  
neighborhoods in partnership with Toronto Community Housing, Beyond 3:30 and Moorelands Community  
Services. A four-hour after-school program, Home Run Scholars enhances physical health, emotional well-being 
and academic performance. Participants also receive healthy nourishment thanks to The Sprott Foundation.

100%
100% of parents strongly agreed that throughout the year, 
they noticed their child was engaged in more physical  
activity as a result of Home Run Scholars

100% 100% of staff said they were proud of their contribution 
to Home Run Scholars
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Gabriel rises to every occasion. Whether he is playing 
checkers with participants, starting up a game of  
basketball, or helping kids with their homework,  
Gabriel makes the most of his time as a Program Leader 
at Home Run Scholars. Gabriel has found his passion and 
he believes in Jays Care programs, describing Home Run 
Scholars as “a great place for children within their  
community to show up and interact with each other in a 
respectful way.” Fellow team members describe Gabriel 
as a patient, humble and caring team player. They rely on 
him for everything: leading programming, administrative 
duties and staying late to ensure that all participants get 
home safely. In his own words, Gabriel explains,  
“one thing that I learned about myself while working  
with Home Run Scholars is that I enjoy taking on the  
leadership role. I’m also happy going with the flow  
and supporting the other staff with their decisions.” 

Meet Gabriel
Age 19, Toronto, Ontario
Partner: : Toronto Community Housing



Baseball has the power to change lives - to play is to learn! Field 
Of Dreams is Jays Care’s infrastructue granting program. Field Of 
Dreams grants provide funding to design, refurbish, and build safe 
spaces for children and youth to play, develop life skills and learn 
from positive role models. 

Jays Care proudly committed over  
$1 MILLION in grants to 13 projects in 2017!

• Alderville First Nation – Alderville, Ontario

• Boys & Girls Clubs of Foothills – Black Diamond, Alberta

• Boys & Girls Clubs of Kamloops – Kamloops, British Columbia

• Cat Lake First Nation – Cat Lake, Ontario

• Chesley Minor Baseball Club – Chesley, Ontario

• Easter Seals Ontario – London, Ontario

• Kenora Chiefs Advisory – Wabaseemoong, Treaty 3, Ontario

• Municipality of Central Manitoulin – Manitoulin, Ontario

• Toronto District School Board – Toronto, Ontario

• Turtleford Minor Ball Club – Turtleford, Saskatchewan

• West Hill Baseball – Toronto, Ontario

• Williams Lake Indian Band – Williams Lake, British Columbia

• YMCA of Greater Toronto Area – Toronto, Ontario

Field Of Dreams



A northern prairie town of just over 500 residents, Turtleford, Saskatchewan is a community with strong baseball roots but with 
community diamonds in need of repair. In Turtleford, baseball enrollment had slowed over time and the benefits of playing the 
game were lost. Over the years, the community diamonds’ infield surfaces had worn down leading to poor drainage. It would  
often take days for the surfaces to become playable after a rainfall leading to less opportunity for local kids to play the game 
they love. 

In 2017, the Turtleford Minor Ball Club applied for a Jays Care Field Of Dreams 
grant to support upgrades to the diamond complex. Based on a scoring rubric 
and needs assessment from Jays Care’s granting committee, the community 
was awarded a $62,500 grant to install a shale infield surface providing better 
drainage to the diamonds. 

The refurbishments significantly extended playing hours for local kids at the diamond and groups from surrounding towns to play 
on their first-class diamonds. In July 2017, Representatives from Jays Care travelled to Turtleford to help celebrate the 
announcement of the investment with the community. A few hundred excited and passionate residents, all dressed head to toe in 
their favourite Blue Jays gear, were on hand to join in the celebration. Community members shared in the excitement, which was 
so high that stores from surrounding towns and cities had sold out of Blue Jays apparel in the weeks ahead of the celebration. 
What followed was a community baseball celebration of individuals young and old as the game of baseball was growing like  
never before in this northern Prairie town. 

Turtleford, Saskatchewan
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Play Ball!
Over 7,500Canadian children 
and youth have been impacted 
through Play Ball!

Play Ball! is a program designed for organizations with 
limited resources who dream about introducing baseball 
to their children and youth. Jays Care has partnered with 
more than 60 schools and other organizations across 
Canada to make these dreams a reality. Partners receive 
several benefits, including: a full baseball equipment kit, 
intensive training on using baseball as a tool for  
development, and baseball clinics where kids have the 
opportunity to participate in a wide range of activities 
while staff receive hands-on support in leading baseball 
programming. In addition, ten Play Ball! participants who 
demonstrated leadership, both on and off the ball diamond, 
accompanied the Blue Jays onto the field for the National 
Anthem before a home game!
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James doesn’t speak, act or lead like your typical  
eleven-year-old. When Jays Care staff ran a Play Ball!  
clinic at James’ school, they were immediately captivated 
by the young man’s incredible leadership skills. “He helped 
his group of students decide which drills to lead, what  
equipment they would need and actively delegated  
responsibilities. When the younger kids came out, I couldn’t 
believe his enthusiasm and how comfortably he spoke in 
front of the group. At the end of each drill, he brought in 
the group of kids and encouraged them to think about the 
important life skills that they learned through baseball. This 
was truly exceptional to see from a child of such a young 
age,” recalled one Jays Care staff member. James’  
outstanding leadership skills were recognized with the  
opportunity to take the field with the Blue Jays for the  
National Anthem prior to a home game against the  
Yankees. We are inspired by how baseball has provided 
James an outlet for his leadership skills and cannot wait to 
see his love of the game continue to grow. 

Meet James 
Age 11, Toronto, Ontario

I never miss a game or a 
practice. I just love this 

sport so much, and I live 
and breathe it! I listen 

to my teammates when 
we lose and help them 
feel good again even 

though we lost.
  - James 
                     Toronto, Ontario

        “
“



There’s nothing quite like watching a Major League 
game in person. But for many, a day at the ballpark 
is a distant dream. A host of barriers - poverty, 
health, accessibility - prevent children from  
attending Blue Jays games. Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame helps remove those barriers for children 
and youth so they can experience the magic of a 
Blue Jays game. Jays Care offers ballpark  
experiences through the Jays Care Community 
Clubhouse presented by Sonnet, ticket reallocation 
from our incredible fans, tickets through the  
Commissioner’s Club initiative and tickets through 
our partnership with Kids Up Front.

 

Take Me Out To 
The Ballgame

kids watched a game from the Jays Care  
Community Clubhouse presented by Sonnet 
during the 2017 season

2,500+
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Jays Care partnered with a large 
group of agencies and communities 
who care deeply about Indigenous 

youth. Together, they have  
designed the James Bay Girls At 

Bat program through consultations 
with communities, advice from all 
youth involved and best-in-class 

research in life promotion. In 2017, 
Youth Champions organized and 

led over 90 events in their  
communities, reaching over 300 
children through the program.

James Bay Girls At Bat

Jays Care partnered with the 
 Recreation and Parks Association 

of Nunavut (RPAN) to deliver  
Rookie League programming as a 
part of their Get Happy Summer 
Day Camp. More than 80 youth 

staff attended training in  
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut and 
returned to their communities 

where they delivered a 4-6 week 
day camp across the territory. Each 
community integrated 2-4 hours of 
Rookie League programming into 
their camps each week where the 

kids learned baseball skills and  
sessions were themed with a life 

skill development focus.

Get Happy Summer  
Day Camp Rookie 

League Program with  
Recreation and Parks 

Association of Nunavut 

Diversity and sport are in our blood 
as Canadians. During every July 

home game in 2017, Jays Care and 
the Blue Jays proudly welcomed 
a new Canadian family to Rogers 
Centre to experience the joy of a 

Blue Jays game. Thirteen newcomer  
Canadian children in Jays Care 

programs who demonstrated great 
leadership, were honoured along 

with their families from  
Venezuela, Hungary, Syria, China, 

India, Yemen and Cuba. 

Newcomer Program

What Launched in 2017
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Challenger Baseball has been proven highly successful across the country, supporting 78 chartered  
baseball leagues across ten provinces. In 2017, Challenger Baseball expanded to offer an adaptive 
baseball program for children and youth living with disabilities in ten schools in Ontario and British 
Columbia beyond the summer months. The launch of Challenger in the Schools was highly successful 
and the program will expand to more schools in the coming months and years ahead.

Rookie League has expanded yet again – all the way to the Yukon Territory! Jays Care joined forces  
with the Yukon Child Advocate Office (YCAO) to introduce Rookie League programming across  
Whitehorse and the communities of Teslin, Beaver Creek and Old Crow. The Yukon Rookie League  
program is designed and led by 30 youth coaches who are taking a leadership role in bringing the 
game of baseball to over 100 of their peers across the territory. A key goal of the program is using 
baseball as a tool to bring together both indigenous and non-indigenous youth in the spirit of  
reconciliation.

Challenger in the Schools

Yukon Rookie League
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National Indigenous People’s Day

On June 27th, Jays Care and the Blue Jays celebrated National Indigenous People’s Day  
in-stadium at Rogers Centre. As part of pregame ceremonies, a traditional land acknowledgment 
was read honouring the indigenous territories where Rogers Centre is situated. Hundreds of First 
Nations children and youth from Jays Care partners filled the stands and First Nations activist Wab 
Kinew threw the ceremonial first pitch.



How to Get Involved
BECOME AN IMPLEMENTING PARTNER
 

If your organization is dedicated to creating  

opportunities for Canadian kids, we want to hear 

from you! Jays Care is always looking for passionate 

like-minded organizations to become implementing  

partners and deliver programming that has a  

profound impact on Canadian children and youth 

who need it most. Please email  

jayscarefoundation@bluejays.com with inquires. 

MAKE AN IMPACT INVESTMENT

Are you interested in supporting kids in Jays Care 

programs? Make a donation to support our vision 

of a level playing field for all kids across Canada by 

visiting jayscare.com/donate. If you are interested in 

discussing a larger impact investment, please email :

jayscarefoundation@bluejays.com. 

GET YOUR 50/50 TICKETS

The ultimate win-win! Purchase your tickets and join 

in the excitement of MLB’s league-leading 50/50 

draws at Rogers Centre with all proceeds supporting 

Jays Care programs. Tickets can be purchased at 

kiosks and from mobile 50/50 sellers on 100, 200 & 

500 levels. 

HOST A FAN FUNDRAISER

Support Jays Care through hosting a Fan  

Fundraiser event in your community! Visit  

jayscare.com/fanfundraisers to learn more. 

JOIN OUR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
ROSTER

Join together with likeminded young professionals 

across the GTA who share a passion for baseball 

and giving back to the community. Visit  

jayscare.com/youngprofessionals for more on  

joining the roster for the season.

BE OUR GUEST

Throughout the season, Jays Care hosts a  

number of unique and exciting events  

including the Curve Ball Gala, Russell Martin 55 

Poker Classic, Jays Care Golf Classic, Behind the 

Plate with Buck Martinez presented by Labatt 

and the Sportsnet Jays Care Broadcast Auction 

presented by TD. Visit jayscare.com to learn more 

about our exciting lineup of events!



DONATE YOUR USED VEHICLE

Donate your used vehicle to Jays Care and help drive 

social change for youth across Canada.  

Visit jayscare.com/cars to learn more.

BOOK A VIDEO BOARD MESSAGE

With a $100 donation, you can reserve a ‘Celebration’ 

video board greeting which includes birthday and 

anniversary messages that will appear on the video  

board at Rogers Centre.  

Visit jayscare.com/videoboard to book your  

message today. 

PITCH IN FOR JAYS CARE

Round up your purchase or make a donation at the 

Rogers Centre or Eaton Centre Jays Shop and  

support kids in Jays Care programs across Canada.



amateur players attended 
tryouts throughout the 
country for a chance to 
represent their region at 

Tournament 12

TOURNAMENT  
12 TRYOUTS

1,000
of Canada’s best high 

school baseball players 
showcased their skills for 
professional scouts and 

college recruiters during a 
week-long tournament at 

Rogers Centre

TOURNAMENT 
12

160

BLUE JAYS 
BASEBALL 
ACADEMY

Throughout 2017, the  
Blue Jays Baseball Academy  

continued its efforts to 
strengthen and support minor  

and amateur baseball  
programs across Canada.

Learn more by visiting: 
 bluejays.com/baseballacademy
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coaches from across  
Canada attended the  

annual clinic, featuring a 
wide range of speakers  

including Blue Jays  
alumni and coaching staff

NATIONAL 
COACHES 

CLINIC

430
youth baseball players 

received developmental 
instruction from Blue Jays 

alumni and top-level coaches 
during camps in 10 provinces

1,1 20

 SUPER CAMP

youth baseball players 
aged 8-14 received  

coaching from Blue Jays 
alumni in 26 cities  

across Ontario

2,270

INSTRUCTIONAL 
CLINICS
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The 32nd Annual 
Lady Jays Food 
Drive collected 
3,256 pounds of 
food and over
 $78,761.15 in 

support of Food 
Banks Canada.

THE 32nd 
ANNUAL 

LADY JAYS 
FOOD DRIVE

HOSPITAL 
VISTS

Blue Jays players 
and Lady Jays spent 
a total of 16 hours at 
2 different children’s 

medical facilities 
across Canada.

On the 2018 Winter 
Tour Presented by TD, 
the Blue Jays visited 
Vancouver, BC where 

Blue Jays players 
visited 2 schools and 
Jays Care clinics an-
nounced community 
investments of over 

$40,000.

WINTER 
TOUR

Hosted over 800 
Canadian Armed 

Forces members and 
their families at  
Rogers Centre.

MILITARY 
APPRECIATION

Blue Jays In the Community
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Congratulations to the 
Blue Jays nominee for 

the 2017 Roberto  
Clemente Award:  
Marcus Stroman. 

Throughout his Blue 
Jays career, Marcus has 

made countless  
contributions to the 
community and has 
visited with young 

leaders in Jays Care 
programs on numerous 

occasions.

ROBERTO 
CLEMENTE 

AWARD

SCHOOL 
VISTS

Over 900  
students were  
visited by 13  

different Blue  
Jays players  
and coaches.

Over 7,600 tickets were 
donated through initia-
tives including charities, 

International Day of 
Pink, Autism Awareness, 
PLAY Campaign, Umps 
Care, Buses for Baseball 
and the Commissioner’s 
Community Initiative and 

Players Give Back  
Ticketing Program.

DONATED 
TICKETS



Jays Care’s 50/50 draws continued to set major 
league records in 2017! Thanks to the most  
philanthropic fans in baseball, Jays Care raised over 
$3 million through 50/50 draws throughout the 2017 
season! One hundred percent of the proceeds raised 
through the 50/50 program are invested in children 
and youth in Jays Care programs. 

50/50

On behalf of the children and youth with whom we work, thank you  
to everyone who purchased 50/50 tickets at Rogers Centre during the  

2017 Blue Jays season!

50/50

RAFFLE
50/50

RAFFLE
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Jays Care Foundation’s Young  
Professionals Roster is a membership 
program bringing together likeminded 
young professionals across the GTA who 
share a passion for baseball and giving 
back to the community. The program is 
designed to offer networking  
opportunities, a chance to enjoy  
exclusive Blue Jays themed experiences 
and Jays Care volunteer opportunities.

To learn more about becoming a  
member of the Young Professionals 
Roster, visit: jayscare.com/yp

Extra Innings with  
Marcus Stroman
On July 27th, hundreds were on hand at 
Rogers Centre for Extra Innings: A Night 
Out With Stro. The evening featured 
mixing, mingling and a panel discussion 
with Marcus Stroman focusing on his 
rise to stardom. Hosted by  
Sportsnet’s Hazel Mae, the evening 
raised over $150,000 in support of Jays 
Care’s Rookie League program!

Young 
Professionals 
Roster
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$1,000,000+

Rogers Communications

$100,000+

The Sprott Foundation
Lisa Rogers
Russell Martin
Invesco Canada Ltd.
Cisco Systems Canada Co.
Huawei Technologies Canada
Sonnet Insurance

$50,000 +

Franklin Templeton
BensKids Inc.
Labatt Brewing Company Limited
Shikatani Lacroix Brandesign
Hitron Technologies

$20,000+

Marco Estrada
Bluestein Export Import Inc.
CIBC Children's Foundation
HPE Canada
Scotiabank
TD Accounts Payable Centre
Oracle
Tuesday Afternoon Media Inc.
Casa Systems Inc.
Fasken Martineau
Google Canada
Sun Life Financial
Urbacon
Rogers Communications Inc.  
 - Government Relations
Kee to Bala
Canadian Bank Note Company, Ltd.
Regina Pats Hockey Club

$10,000+

Rayjo Charitable Trust
HGS Canada Inc.
PCL Constructors Inc.
Bmo Nesbitt Burns
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Ernst & Young LLP
J. Mackenzie Howard Associates Inc.
Primary Construction Inc.
Sykes Enterprises Incoporated
Aramark Canada Ltd.
Wayne Gretzky Foundation (Canada)
Redmond Group of Companies Inc.
Andy Knapp
Hallmark Housekeeping Inc.
Link-On Communications Inc.
Kinross Gold Corporation
The Juice Plus Company (Canada) Inc.
BOMA Toronto
Compass Group Canada
Jack Link's Canada Company
Rogers Communications 
  - Strategic Partnerships
TD Bank Group

$5,000+

Citibank
Abbas Ali Khan
Affinity Global
American Express
Arris Group Inc.
Atelka Enterprise Inc.
BBDO Toronto
Black & McDonald Ltd.
Boston Pizza International Inc.
Broadsoft Inc.
Brookfield Global Integrated Solutions
Cable Control Systems Inc. (CCS)
Canadian Wireless Telecomminications  
 Association
Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP
CIBC
Ciena Corporation
Cresa Toronto
David Lovell Events Inc.
Donald F. Hunter Charitable  
 Foundation

Evertz Microsystems Ltd
Glentel Inc.
Govan Brown & Associates
HCL
Hidi Rae Consulting Engineers Inc.
Honeywell
Hugessen Consulting
James Haggarty
Konica Minolta Solutions (Canada) Ltd.
Lenovo
Madison Homes
Match Transact Inc.
Mercer (Canada) Limited
MobileLIVE
Modern Niagara Toronto Inc
Morneau Shepell
Odgers Berndtson Executive Search
OMD Canada
Parker Pad & Printing LTD
Paul Beeston
Peter Dawe
Pricewaterhousecoopers Llp
Publicis
Ramkey Communication Inc.
Rogers Communications Inc. 
  - Investor Relations
SAS Institute (Canada) Inc.
Schultz Capital
SDI Marketing
SIM Group
Sony Interactive Entertainment Canada
Spencer Stuart & Associates  
 (Canada) Ltd.
St. Marys Cement Inc.
Stingray Digital
Taxi Canada Inc.
Teknion
The Boston Consulting Group of  
 Canada Limited
Transcontinental Printing
VTech Technologies Canada Ltd.
Yacoub & Associates Recruitment 
 Professionals Inc.
Ryerson University
Flow Water
Honda Canada Inc.
SEIA, LLC
Arron Barberian
Bryan Kerdman
Duane Green

MAJOR
DONORS



Halton Regional Police Serivce
Jeffrey Howard
Joe & Melissa Martin Natale
Joel Woodley-Cook
John Gibbons
King & Bay Custom Clothing
Loretta Rogers
Moose Power
Mosaic Sales Solutions Canada
Phillip Fusco
Richard DeBrowwer
Tony Caputo
Tony Staffieri

$1,000+

Steven Crawford
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Crestview Investment Corporation
Michael O'Rourke
Arnold Massey
Steven Trumper
Iovate Health Sciences  
 International Inc.
Cushman & Wakefield
Peter Sisam
RAWdesign
Janet Tamo
Challenger Celebrity Golf Classic
Joel Meyaard
J.P. Morgan - Chase Paymentech
J.P. Morgan - Foundation
J.P. Morgan - Global Corporate Bank
Mark Symeonakis
Brad Hoad
Hopeaholics
Sanjiv Samant
Stuart Hutcheson
TD Wealth
The Community
The Justin Eves Foundation
Brian Kumer
Dan Shulman
The Right Hand Gal
Christopher Tillger
Craig Corcoran
Michael Goodman
Peter Watson
Alex Rennie
Aqueduct Foundation

Blair Schultz
Constable Inc
Jeffrey Gottesman
Kyle Martin
Steve Dowsley
Steve Zelko
Mary Ellen Timmins Family Trust
James McQuade
Isabel Starck
Laura Chittim
Matthew Fawcett
Dan Rutman
David Sisam
Stuart Hutcheson
Bobby Colburn
Brian Altay
Burlington Nissan
Damian Upton
Daniel Erem
Derek Shank
Evelyne Pugh
Jameel Madhany
Jamie Besner
Jeff Meyaard
Jonathan Katzeff
Joseph Rutman
Katherine Heggtveit
Kristi Perras
Les Shannon
Lindsay Byerlay
Mitchell Donahue
Oliver Hartung
Rishi Sharma
Rob Ormston
Scott Boyer
Spiros Mavromihelakis
Timothy Simpson
Tyler Watson
Vicky Zaltsman
Vince Squarciotta
Viona-Anne Legate
Calgary Westjet Tech Ops 
 Golf Tournament
Joe Smith
Ajay Virmani
Ivan Robic
Sarah Pituley
Jay Drexler
David Savard
Andrew Nixon

Ashvin Malkani
Caledon Challenger Baseball
Canlan Classic Tournaments
Chris Selby
CIBC World Markets Inc.
Curtis Janes
David Deabreau
David Lovell
Deloitte LLP
Derek Tam
Felix Lopes
Greg McDonnell
Harley Redlick
James Black
James Smith
Jason Dallen
Jay Lubinsky
Jean-Pierre Lacroix
John A. Buck Martinez
John Clark
John Lott
Jonathan Souder
KPMG LLP
Melinda Rogers
Miguel Cardinal
Mike Sanchez
Natalie White
Phil Lind
Rick McCreary
Robert J. Gemmell
Scott Burger
Sean & Christine Seaton
Whizbang Films Inc.

JAYS CARE STRIVES 
TO ENSURE THAT OUR 
DONOR INFORMATION 
IS UP TO DATE AND 
ACCURATE. SHOULD 
THERE BE ANY  
INCONSISTENCIES, 
PLEASE LET US KNOW 
AT 416.341.1456



50/50 DRAWS

INTEREST AND OTHER DONATIONS

THE CURVE BALL GALA

ROGERS DONATION

JAYS CARE GOLF CLASSIC

FAN FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES

BROADCAST AUCTION

RUSSELL MARTIN POKER TOURNAMENT

IN-STADIUM FUNDRAISING

BUCK’S LUNCH

-$498,262

-$2,165,915FUNDRAISING COSTS

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS

$130,000

$153,905

$191,330

$284,382

$580,176

$945,071

$1,000,000

$1,420,918

$1,836,161

$3,725,499

2017 PROGRAM AND DONATIONS DISBURSEMENTS

2017 FUNDRAISING AND DONATIONS OVERVIEW

JAYS CARE PROGRAMS AND 
COMMUNITY INITIATIVES
$1,834,732

FIELD OF DREAMS
$1,166,964

GRAND SLAM GRANTS AND 
OTHER DISBURSEMENTS
$419,707

HOME RUN SCHOLARS
$339,756

ROOKIE LEAGUE
$1,463,288

PROGRAMS
AND GRANTS
$5,224,447

PROGRAMS & DONATION
DISBURSEMENTS

$5,224,447
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THANK YOU!
YOU MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE!

Every year, Rogers Communications Inc. generously donates $1 million to Jays Care Foundation. This investment helps 
to make our programming possible all across the country. Countless Rogers employees also donate their time and 
resources to support our work.
 
Our friends at Sportsnet continue to generously support Jays Care by providing creative expertise, time and resources 
to help increase our reach across Canada. Their dedication and enthusiasm for our work is inspiring. 

On behalf of the 65,000 children and youth with whom we work, we extend a sincere thank you to our wonderful  
colleagues at Rogers and Sportsnet.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
MELINDA ROGERS  
CHAIR

STU HUTCHESON  

VICE CHAIR 

CHARLIE ANGELAKOS
PATRICK BLILEY
RICK BRACE
JIM BUNTING
JOE CANAVAN
RON CARINCI

GORDON CHOW
PETER DAWE
JAMES DODDS
JAMIE HAGGARTY
JOHN MACINTYRE
DAN NOWLAN
SEAN SEATON
MARK SHAPIRO
PETER SISAM
MELANIE TEED-MURCH
JIM TRELIVING

WHERE TO 
FIND US

 @jayscare
        

 facebook.com/jayscare

 
 @jayscare

Phone: 416.341.1456

Email: jayscarefoundation@bluejays.com

Mail: Jays Care Foundation
          1 Blue Jays Way, Suite 3200
          Toronto, ON M5V 1J1

TO MAKE A 
DONATION PLEASE VISIT:
JAYSCARE.COM/DONATE 

ALL DONATIONS OF $20 
OR MORE WILL RECIEVE A

TAX RECIPET.
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™Toronto Blue Jays, Jays Care 
Foundation, and all related 

marks and designs are  
trademarks and/or copyright 
of Rogers Blue Jays Baseball 

Partnership ©2018

Additional marks and designs ar 
the property of their  

respective owner and are  
used under license.
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